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SUED FROM THE OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 


INDEXING COMMITTEE MEETING 


The Committee of Consultants on Medical Indexing held its seventh 
peting at the Army Medical Library on Friday, 21 December 1949. 


The morning session was devoted to a report from the Research 
roject, directed by Dr. Sandford V. Larkey, on the establishment of 
M punch card controls for medical journal titles. The Project vis- 

zes as an end product the creation of a world list of medica] jour- 

s which may be sorted by language, by subject, and by contents. 


Also at the morning session, the Committee approved a subcom- 
ttee’s report offering an interim plan for the publication of a medi- 
index by the Army Medical Library. 


At the afternoon session there was a spirited discussion of the fu- 
status and activity of the Committee and of the Research Project. 


COMMITTEE ON SCOPE AND COVERAGE 


The Committee on Scope and Coverage has met several times 
nce its foundation on 17 November 1949. At the first meeting, the 
mmittee set forth certain steps which it believed would bring it to 
solution of the problem: ‘‘What should the Army Medical Library 
ect?’’ Some of the steps were: 

1. To determine the broad subject outlines of a medical col- 

lection. 

2. To examine a universal classification of knowledge and pick 
out those fields which fall in these broad outlines. 
To decide how much of each of these fields the Army Medical 
Library should attempt to collect. In order to do this, the 
Committee felt it would be necessary to define certain grades 


of collections, from the exhaustive collection to no collection 
at all, 


3. 





nting cost borne by Association of Honorary Consultants to the Army Medical Library. 
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4. To decide which subjects are adequately enough covered in 
other government libraries in Washington so that the Army 
Medical Library could cease collecting exhaustively or at al] 
in these fields. 

5. To determine what responsibilities for collecting the Army 
Medical Library has because it is part of the Military Estab- 
lishment and because it is in fact, if not in name, the Nation- 
al Medical Library. 

The Committee has already finished steps one and two listed above 
and is working on step three now. Preliminary work has been done, 
also, on step four, but final work on this must wait until after the new 
year. The original terms of the Committee were that it should make 
its final report by 31 March 1950. At this point, the Committee is not 
sure that the final report will be ready by that date, but it is hoped that 
the major portion of the work will be finished by then. 


MEDICAL DICTIONARIES 
A dictionary recently received is the English-Japanese Concise 


Medical Dictionary (Tokyo, 1948), compiled by Dr. Yoshio Kusama, 
Professor of Preventive Medicine at Keio University, Tokyo. A con- 








venient pocket size, it is yet reasonably comprehensive and very use- } 


ful. It is to be hoped that Dr. Kusama will complete his task by pub- 
lishing a Japanese-English volume. 

Information has been received also concerning two additional dic- 
tionaries in progess: Dr. Kunsisto, one of the Finnish representatives 
at the World Health Organization, is working on an English- Finnish 
medical dictionary; and Dr. W. F. Kalisz, of Chicago, has written to the 
Library asking for assistance in the publication of an English-Polish 
and Polish-English medical dictionary which he has compiled during 
the last twenty years. 


NEW HEAD, PHOTODUPLICATION SECTION 


Mr. Christopher L. Dunnigan entered on duty 28 November 
1949 as Head of the Photoduplication Section, Reference Division. 
Mr. Dunnigan came to the Library from the Naval Records Man- 
agement Center, Navy Department, where he was Chief of the 
Microfilm Division. EXHIBIT 


The current exhibit is on ‘‘Monsters, Old and New’’ and fea- 
tures an old German manuscript, or rather scrapbook, begun by a 
‘‘servant of the Pfalzgraf at Heidelberg’’ in the late sixteenth cen- 
tury and later continued by others, and the first edition of the 
works of Ambroise Paré of 1575. 
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ARMY MEDICAL LIBRARY NEWS 
NN 


MEDICAL UNIT HISTORIES 


Our appeal for published or unpublished histories of military 
medical units in World War II has borne some fruit. Among other 
such histories recently received from friends of the Library is 
the History of the 12th Evacuation Hospital (Niirnberg (1945) ), the 
gift of Miss Rosalie M. Saitta, Librarian of the Lenox Hill Hospi- 
tal, New York. 





C. U. LIBRARY SCHOOL TOUR 


The Library School class of the Catholic University visited the 
Army Medical Library on Tuesday, 13 December. This group had 
spent preceding Tuesdays in other Washington libraries, the latest 
one visited being the Library of the Department of Agriculture. 


The class met at 9:30 a.m. for introductory remarks by Major 
Rogers and then was formed into two groups for the tour of the Li- 
brary. 


STAFF ASSOCIATION 


The Army Medical Library Staff Association held its annual 
meeting on Thursday, 3 November, and the following officers were 
elected to serve for the remainder of 1949 and for 1950: 


Mr. Karl A. Baer, President 

Mr. Allan H. Wagner, Vice President 
Miss Dorothy R. Mewshaw, Secretary 
Mrs. Hazel G. Webb, Treasurer 


Several new titles recently have been acquired by the Library 
Committee for the Staff Association Library. In addition, Miss 
Helen H. Cambell of the Art Section, Catalog Division, has donat- 
ed a number of books to this library. 


Miss Katharine Merrill, of the Index-Catalogue Division, re- 
ports as Chairman of the Service Committee that 72 members of 
the staff have pledged aid to Herman Barendregt for 1950. ‘‘Hen- 
ny’’, the little Dutch boy adopted through the Foster Parents’ Plan 
for War Children, Inc., [Army Medical Library News, March 1949] 
now has double the number of foster parents that he had in 1949. 
This will allow for extra gifts during the year. 


The annual Christmas party was held in Library Hall on Fri- 
day afternoon, 23 December. Mr. Joseph C. Tucker, Chairman of 
the Recreation Committee, was assisted in the arrangements by Miss 





| Isabelle W. Entrikin, Mr. Philip Holman, Mrs. Alice E. Luethy, Miss 


Kathrine Malterud, and Mr. Sam Roberts. 


4 JANUARY 108 


STAFF NOTES 


Dr. Anne E. Caldwell, Mr. Seymour I. Taine, Mr. Karl A, 
Baer and Miss Eleanor Johnson attended sessions of the Third 
Annual Clinical Meeting of the American Medical Association held” 
in the National Guard Armory, Washington, D.C., 6 to 9 December, 


Dr. Dorothy M. Schullian, who has charge of the reference 
work and of incunabula at the History of Medicine Division, is on 
vacation from 28 November 1949 to 6 January 1950. During this 
time she is making a hurried trip to Italy. 


VISITORS 


The History of Medicine Division had 140 guests on Wednesday, 
7 December, when the Radiological Society of North America, Inc., 
held its 35th Annual Meeting in Cleveland. A tea and tour of the 
Allen Memorial Library was sponsored by Mr. and Mrs. James 
Picker, of the Picker X-Ray Corporation, for the ladies of the So- 
ciety. The visitors enjoyed seeing a selection of some of the Li- 
brary’s choicest rare books, and showed especial interest in the 
work of the Binding Studio. 

Another recent visitor to the History of Medicine Division was: 
Dr. V. Martinez Llinares, Profesor Adjunto, Universidad de Madrid 
who is in the department of internal medicine at the University. 


Dr. Fernando Lopez-Fernandez, Director of the Las Animas 
Hospital at Havana, Cuba, visited the Reference Division on Friday, 


9 December, to consult our copy of the Notes on the Treatment of © 
Yellow Fever at Las Animas Hospital...During the Epidemic of 1909 
at Havana, Cuba. The Notes, compiled by Colonel William C. 


Gorgas, were published in i903. 








Other recent. visitors: 


Dr. Katsuji Kato, Vice President of the Medical College, ~ 
Tokyo, here to study the organization of blood banks in the United ~ 
States with a view to setting up a similar system in Japan. 

Dr. Elias Sader, a surgeon of Beirut, Lebanon, who is in- 
terested in recent articles on the diagnosis of pulmonary carcinom& 
by the examination of sputum for the presence of tumor cells. 

Captain Hassib Yazbeck of the Lebanese Army Medical 
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Corps. 
BEST WISHES TO OUR READERS FOR 1950 
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